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Writing, Technology, and Teens
“Teenagers’ lives are filled with writing.” (Lenhart, Arafeh, & Smith, 2008). However, as technology changes, writing also changes. As such, there is a difference between older and younger generations when it comes to writing. For the purpose of this analysis, I spoke to some of my older relatives and friends to find out how much they wrote and how often they wrote, as teenagers. 
 Older relatives utilized the existing means of communication to reach out to their friends or other people. They wrote letters and sent them through the mail system where they would reach the recipient within a day or two. For most of them, writing letters was a basic part of everyday life. They also wrote messages which they sent through fax machines and telegram. Some of my older relatives also wrote emails on personal computers which were rare to find, especially in the 1970s. Finally, they used typewriters to type letters and other works. They were also involved in school writing, whereby most of the assignments were hand-written. According to them, writing for school was an everyday activity. In most of their writing, they wrote full words and sentences without current text shortcuts. 
My friends also said that their teenage lives were filled with writing both at school and out of school. Since most of them have been brought up in the digital age, they mostly utilized electronic devices to send messages to their peers. Previously, they used feature phones to write text messages and send emails. Feature phones were quickly replaced by smartphones which offer increased functionality and are more powerful.  According to Lenhart et al. (2008), 85% of teens engage in electronic personal communication. For most of my friends, writing text messages took a considerable amount of time each day. Also, they said that they engaged in web-based writing such as internet blogs for personal enjoyment. Besides writing out of school, my friends engaged in on-school writing tasks, most of which are assignments. They also said that writing for school was a day to day activity.   
From the responses of both parties, it was evident that my friends wrote more than my older relatives in their teenage years. Electronic devices for personal communication are not only widely accessible but also support fast communication. Another difference arises in the use of text shortcuts and emoticons. Most of my friends say they have used shortcuts such as LOL (Laugh Out Loud) and emoticons in their writing. However, my older relatives said that they used full words and sentences in their writing during their teenage years. Also, my friends say they sometimes use informal writing styles, unlike my older relatives who mostly wrote well-structured sentences during their teenage years. Finally, a few of my friends say they have written internet content such as blogs in their teenage years. None of my older relatives, however, wrote such content in their teenage years. 
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